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FromtheArchivesof the Black Diamond Historica Society

MAJESTIC MOUNT RAINIER

Thisimage of Mt. Rainier gracesthe front cover of the Black Diamond Labor Day
Program’s Silver Anniversary issue1950-1975. The photograph was taken at about where

CJsBakery isnow by Frank & Irene Shay.

The* A Gift Shop”, and the “ Entering Black Diamond” sign are no longer there. We

notice the small sign stating “ Peddlers and Solicitors Permits Required”.
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T hemission of the Black Diamond Historical
Society shall bethediscovery, preservation,

and dissemination of the history of Black
Diamond and environs, asit relatesto King
County and the State of \WWashington.

TheBlack Diamond Historical Society

Newdetter ispublished by and for the members
of the Black Diamond Historical Society, anon-

profit 501(c)(3), Washington Corp.

To send materia for the News etter, contact:
Sevelsrae, Editor BDHS

P.O. Box 232, Black Diamond, WA 98010
360-886-2582 homecareconst@comcast.net

For address changesor corrections, contact:
Deelsrael, Membership BDHS

P.O. Box 232, Black Diamond, WA.. 98010
360-886-2582 stevedee@comcast.net

Society Officers

Presdent: Keith Watson
VicePresdent: DonMadgarini
Secretary: Deelsrad

Treasurer: ClaytonMead

Board of Directors

Don“Doc” Botts, Howard Botts, Jackie
Cedarholm, Don Mason, JoAnne Matsumura,
AnnaMorris, Gino Picini, Conrad “ Coke’
Roberts

‘l Wethank 4Culturefor the
=5 support that helpstokeep
CULTURE usoperating.

CONTACT INFORMATION

TheMuseumislocated at 32627 Railroad Ave
Black Diamond, WA 98010

Themailing addressis:
TheBlack Diamond Historical Society
PO Box 232, Black Diamond, WA 98010

360-886-2142 For special tours. 253-852-6763
Email Address: museum@bl ackdiamondmuseum.org
Website: www.blackdiamondmuseum.org

Museum Hours

Thursday 9-4
Sat & Sun (Summer) 12-4
Sat & Sun (Winter) 12-3

/
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Keith Watson

It'sbeenaprivilegeto
servethe Black Diamond
Historica Society asVice
President for thispast year.
Wewill never get over the
fact that so many volunteers
spend so much of their time
keeping theHistorica Society
going.

Thepeoplewe ve
worked with are outstanding
and | thank them for their hard work and dedication. | do
want to thank President Don Malgarini for hisleadership
and friendship to me. Hehasdonean excellent job of
leading usand hel ping expand the Society’ simpact inthe
community for thelast twoyears. Stevelsragl has
stepped down asaBoard Member but will continueto
work as Newsdletter Editor aswell asupdating our web
gte. Hedill findstimeto help uswith the Museum
construction projects. Thank you Steve! Wegaineda
new member and old friend tothe Board; Gino Ficini,
whosefamily wereoldtimeresdentsof Black Diamond.
Welcomeaboard Gino! Wea so welcome back Don
Mason (“themayor of Franklin™) whowill continueto add
histaentstothe Board aswell asleading tourstotheold
town siteof Franklin and toursof theMuseum. A great
job Don!

TheBoard Memberswork tirelessly at the
Museum and at their homesto the betterment of the
Society. Weall take our hats off to JoAnne Matsumura
(MuseumArchivist) who seemsto have boundlessenergy
for themany jobs shedoes. Thank you so muchfor a
wonderful job JoAnne. Our Secretary, Deelsrael keeps
usup tothe minute aswell askeeping up withthe
Membership Chair duties. Super job Dee! Clayton
Mead doesastellar job as Treasurer and all around
handyman. ThanksClaytonfor al that you do! Doc
Bottskeepsthe building agendaon schedulewhilehe
workswith thevisitorsand greeters. Thanksfor agreat
job Doc. Coke Rabertsisthe spark plug for our outreach
education program. Hedresses-up likean old coa miner
and giveswonderful lecturesto our visitors. Coke hasthe
ability to create good ideasand formulate plansto
accomplisnthem. Itisfuntowork with Coke- hedoes

such afirstratejob! Theother Director/ Trustees
ontheBoard of Directorsdo al kindsof work both
at theMuseum and at their homes. My thanksto
Howard Botts, AnnaMorris, and Jackie
Cedarholm. A specia thanks goesto the Docents
(Greeters), the Thursday Work Crews and the many
peoplewho provide lunch for thework crews. The
Society started in 1976, and wethank all of the
many volunteersthat have worked sincethat timeto
achievetheleve of whichthe Museumistoday.

Thebuilding and grounds of theMuseum
require many hoursof volunteer work and weare
awayswe coming peopleto do many of the chores
that areavailable. If any of youwould liketo spend
afew hourswith us, just let usknow. Wedo have
fun! Thejob openingsareample: greeters, dusters,
weeders, carpenters, painters, artists, sign makers,
window glasscleaners, landscape hel pers, and many
more.

Asthenew President, | will beworking with
al of thevolunteersaswereview the Society’sgoals
for thefuture. A coupleof thefeasbility studieswe
areworking onare: an outsideworking display for
the Siren that used to be on top of the Confectionery
building acrossthe street from the Museum, and the
possibility of displayingaTrain Locomotiveonthe
tracksinfront of our caboosedisplay. If anybody
hasany input for these projects, please contact us.

We are presently doing outreach programs
to Schoolsand Organizationswho would likea
presentation about the history of Black Diamond in
their classroom or at their meeting place. Wea so
have been conducting group tours of the Museum by
specia appointment. A lot of organizationsloveto
eat at thelocal eateriesand then be guided thru the
Museum by one of our volunteers. Wearelooking
for the year 2008 to be one of growth and new
opportunitiesand ook forward toworking with as
many of you aspossible. Againthank youfor your

support!

Sincerdly,

Keith Watson
360-886-0778
kewdoc@comcast.net
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EDITOR’'S REPORT
Seve |srad

Dear Membersof the
Black Diamond
Historical Society. We
enjoy hearing fromyou,
and welcomeyour
feedback on how weare
doing.

What doyoulikeseeing
inthenewdetter?What
do you think we do not
need inthenewdetter?

Doyou likethe programsand eventsthat we provide
for our membersand the community?Would you
want more?What eventswould you likefor usto
havethat we currently do not have?

How doyou likeour displaysin the Museum and on
thegrounds. Should we change anything? Should we
never changeanything?

Pleasetakeamoment to drop usan email (or snail
mail) and let usknow your thoughts. Weall have our
ideasof how thingsshould be, and all of usshould let
our ideas be heard. Giveour current Board of
Directorssomething to work with.

Frank Hammock has done asuperb job of writing
another articlefor us. Some of you may haveknown
ArchieEltz. If youdidn’t, youwill after reading the
articleabout Archieinthisissue.

Asfor me, | have been spending countlesshours
learning new softwareto developeanew web sitefor
us. | findit very interesting and very challenging. |
think | will be ableto speak fluent Greek when | am
done, because sofar,...... it'sal Greek tomel!

Thank you.

Steve

BDHS 2008 CALENDAR

JAN 2 WED 2 PM Presentation by Coke
Roberts to White River Historical Society
JAN 17 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
FEB 21 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Meeting
MAR 15 SAT 2 PM Presentation by Coke
Roberts at the Klondike Museum in Sesttle
MAR 20 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
APR 17 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Meeting
APR 19 SAT 1 PM Celebrate National Arbor
Day event at Museum

APR 27 SUN 1:30 PM Gen. Mem. Mesting
MAY 15 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
MAY 22 THU 1 PM Memorial Day Program
at the Museum

JUNE 4 WED 11 AM Black Diamond
School Reunion lunch at the Black Diamond
Community Center

JUNE 19 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
JULY 12 SAT 12 - 4 PM Miner’s Day/
Heritage Day event at Museum

JULY 17 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
AUG 21 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
SEPT 1 MON 10 AM Labor Lay Parade and
Booth/ Museumto open 11to 4

SEPT 18 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
OCT 16 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Meeting
OCT 26 SUN 1:30 PM Gen. Mem. Mesting
NOV 6 THU 1 PM Veteran’s Day
Presentation at Museum

NOV 20 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Meeting
NOV 27 THU Closed for Thanksgiving
DEC 13 SAT 1 PM Christmas Party at
Museum

DEC 18 THU 1 PM BDHS Board Mesting
DEC 25 THU Merry Christmas

M useum closed Dec 20 thru Jan 2
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SECRETARY’'S REPORT
By Dee Israd

Election of Officers
and Directorsfor 2007-
2008 washeld at the
Annua Generd
Membership Meetingon
October 28, 2008.
Afterwards, Election Chair
Dorothy Bottsannounced
theBoard as. President
KeithWatson, Vice
President DonMalgarini,
Secretary Deelsragl, Treasurer Clayton Mead. The
Directorsare Donald (Doc) Botts, Howard Botts,
Jackie Cedarholm, Don Mason, JoAnne Matsumura,
AnnaMorris, Gino Picini and Conrad (Coke) Roberts.

President K eith Watson has asked each Board
member to hel p put together alist of goalsthat they
would liketo seetakeplace. From these he selected
approximately 35 from thetop of thelist that heand the
board areworking on getting accomplished.

COMMITTEE REPORT S(standing):

ARCHIVES: Chair J)oAnneMatsumuraisin
the processof changing, what iscalled Charlie sRoom,
intoanArchivesoffice.

EDUCATION/OUTREACH: Chair Coke
Roberts has purchased burgundy vestsfor the board
membersand docentsto wear while at themuseumto
allow gueststo know who to ask questions of .

TheBoardislookingintowaysto get youth
moreinvolved a themuseum.

FACILITIES& GROUNDS: Chair, Don
Malgarini - We have had somevandaismthisquarter:

1. Someonedroveonto the platformand tried
to pull thecoal car away. Sincethecoal car ischained
inplace, they wereunableto takeit, but they did break
someendsof the platform boards. Weare now leaving
theexterior lightsonto helpwith security. We planon
upgrading thoselightsinthe near future.

2. Someone cut therope on the school bell. The
rope has now been replaced.

3. TheMuseum’sFlag was stolen, however the
suspect has been apprehended and our flag isnow inthe
evidenceroom at the police station.

We haveanew cameramonitoring security systemwith
four cameras. Plansarefor four additional camerasto
be added in the near future.

Light bulbs have been changed over tothe
moreenergy saving spird bulbs. Archivist JoAnne
Matsumuraislooking into getting ultra-viol et coversfor
thesebulbsto help preservetheartifacts.

We haveacquiredthetown siren. Duringits
useinthe olden daysit had been mounted onthe
Confectionery building. We plan on getting it mounted
ononeof our buildingsand using it on specia
occasions.

Weare doing afeasibility study asto whether
we can accommodate having a1943, 22 ton, diesd,
yard engineon display at themuseum.

GRANT SChair, JoAnne Matsumura—
#105365H —HERITAGE FACILITIES (upgrade
of security system) - The $2500 for thisgrant from
4cultur e has been received and the Grant isnow
closed.

#107313H - HERITAGE SUSTAINED SUPPORT,
2007. - The $3600 for thisgrant from 4cultur e has
been received and the Grant isnow closed.

MEMBERSHIP: Chair Deelsragl advised
we now have amembership of 285 and announced
plansfor aMembership Driveto beginin January.

PROGRAMS: Chair Howard Botts— Those
that attended the Annual Membership meeting enjoyed
an Octoberfest Barbequewith plenty of good food &
vigting after themesting.

On December 8" the Museum’s Christmas
party wasafuntimefor thosethat attended. Besides
thewonderful food, gift exchangeand visiting;
songbookswere handed out for singing, whichwas
accompanied by Gino Picini on hisaccordionand Steve
Israel onhisharmonica

PUBLIC RELATIONS: Chair Keith Watson
advised the Board: PAlmer Coking Coal iscelebrating
their 75" Anniversary. PCC Manager Bill Kombol had
calendarsmadefor 2008 with coa mining pictures. He
had enough madefor dl of Black Diamond Historica
Society Membersaswell ashisownlist. Thesehave
now been sent out and we hopeyou areal aspleased
withthem astheweare.

(Continued on next page)
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GUESTS
By: DocBotts

¥ SALUTING OUR

VOLUNTEERS

By Doc Botts, Volunteer Coordinator .
In 2007 during the months of September,

to expressour heartfelt thanksto our vigtorsto theMuseum. Therewerevisitorsfrom 13
family of 38 volunteersand their faithful Sates: Alaska, Arizona, Cdifornia, Florida, Hawaii,
assitantswho giveunseifishly of their Idaho, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Oregon,
timeand energiesin their stewardship for the Society. Pennsylvania, Texas, and hereinWashington. There
Without themwe couldn’t do what we do. werealso peoplevisiting from other places, such as

Therewill dwaysbeaneed for morevolunteersas ~ Germany, Ireland, Russia, Sweden, United
wegrow discovering new territoriesof untold historiesof ~ Kingdom, & Wales.
Black Diamond to be preserved, finding new waysto

better preservethethousands of artifactsthat represent the REMARKS BY OUR GUESTS
community When Coa wasKing, andtdlinginspiring
storiesof Black Diamond and How it CameTo Be. Hereareafew of the nice commentsthat were

Welook forward to seeing moreof you, andif you  inour guest book thisquarter:
could wecould useyour helping handstomakeour loada ~ An amazing collection of things, Great Museum

littlelighter, and enjoy your friendship aong theway. & such friendly people, Very informative, We
Therearetasksdesigned for everyone, itjusttakesgood  just loveit here, Great town, Very well done,
meatchmeking. M agnificent use of spacetoinclude so much,
Biggest small museum in theworld, Neat place
SECRETARY'’S REPORT tovisit, Glad you'rehere, Great history of a
(Continued from previouspage) community, Thank you for preserving these
mementos, L otsof fun for thefamily, Great
REPRESENTATIVE: Chair position open. seeing so many things| remember, Blessyou
Contact President Watson if you areinterestedin for preserving our history, Excellent displays&
attending meetingssuch asAKCHO asaBDHS museum, Fantasticwork —well donetoall
Representative. involved, Very niceplace—thistellsmealot
TOURS: Chair Don Mason—Thanksto Don about our past, Missed thetrain—but I'll be
and al so to Coke Robertswe have been successful in back, Thank you volunteers, I couldn’t believe
having group toursat the Museum and at the Franklin how many piecesarehere—It wasamazing,
townsite. K eep up thegood wor k —enjoyed going down

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: ChairDoc ~ memory lane, Sointer esting and beautifully
Botts- For Christmaswewill closed from December 247 displayed, Thebest place ever, Best museum

thru January 2™, reopening on the 3 of January. It was I"ve seen, You've doneagreat job, Deeply
announced that Museum visitorsare up 20% sincelast appreciated, Great collection.
yer.

A manisflyinginahot air balloon and realizes heislost. He reduces his height and spots a man down below. He
shouts to the man: “ Excuse me, can you tell me where | am?’ The man below replies, “ Yes, you'rein ahot air
balloon, hovering thirty feet abovethisfield!” “ You must work ininformation technology,” saysthe balloonist.

“1 do,” repliesthe man. “How did you know?’ Well,” saysthe balloonist, “everything you have told meistechnicaly
correct, but it's of no practacal use to anyone!” The man shouts back, “You must be a corporate manager!”

“1 am, how did you know?’ “Well,” says the man on the ground, “You don’t know where you are or where you're
going, but you expect me to be able to help. You have the same problem you had before we met, but now it's my
fault!”
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W L OOKINGBACK: THIRTY YEARSAGO

Society Newd etter, January 1978, and Around town
By JoOAnneMatsumura

FromtheArchives:

Gonebut not forgotten are:
Fred Elder, Sr. (75), Harold Hubert
(73), Katie Lushing (94), and
FrancesZumek Schoning (62).

The Society produced a
dideprogram asfulfillment of aKing
County ArtsCommission grant that
hasbeenwell received. Planking
was purchased to replacethe
platform asnear aspossibletotheorigina. The Society will host an
Antique appraisal inthe Depot in March. The 1000 1978 Calendars
arenearly sold out. Thecoal car decal and large photo of the Black
Diamond Bakery madetheir debut in the gift shop.

The Society’s January meeting of over 120 in attendancewas
heldinthe conferenceroominthe City Hall to enjoy the presentation
of “TheHistory of the Pacific Coast Railroad” by Mr. Edward
Berntsen from the Burlington Northern Railroad. Theroomwasfilled
to capacity and many memorieswere shared and “the program was
enjoyedby al”.

Two featured articlesincludethe experiencesof beinga
postmaster in Black Diamond by Mrs. Rose Small, and the
continuing seriesof articleson Franklin, WA.

Featured photographswere of Dr. Botts Office and Railroad
Avenueamid awinter’ssnow.

TheBlack Diamond Miners Soccer Team had areunionin
Black Diamond, and Seattlelooksto operate a*” 300 M egawatt
Power plant to be powered by coal.”

The 1978 Labor Day Royal Court was Queen Debbie
Drossart and PrincessesAmy Guidetti and Carol Storey.

# THANKSFORTHE
MEMORIES
Gone but not forgotten
By JoAnneMatsumura
o
# John Costanich
1916-2007
Former employeeof
Palmer Coking Coa Co.
#DédanoFardig
1934-2007
Bornin Ravensdae, WA
Brother to Greta Saftich
#Kaye Jameyson
1916-2007
BorninBlack Diamond
Wifeof Myron Jameyson
# AnneMargaret Kochevar
1911-2007
BorninTaylor, WA
#Bill Lewis2007
Black Diamond High School
#EllenMadatesta
1915-2007
Widow of Joe Maatesta
#Jack A. Morris
1918-2007
Brother of EvanMorris
€ Arthur William Pearce, J.
1963-2007
Former employee of

Palmer Coking Coal Co., 1970-1980s

#Mitsue Signani 2007
Wifeof Leonard Signani
<

ARBOR DAY AT THE MUSEUM Plant, Beautify, and Decorate Together

By JoAnneMatsumura

Come help usbeautify our Museum grounds. Bringasmall plant fromyour yard (Please notrees).
School children areespecialy invited. Let’shelp the children plant. Comejoin usand tell Arbor Day stories.

WHEN: Saturday, April 19, 2008 Noonto 2 PM.
WHERE: AttheMuseum, 32627 Railroad Ave, Black Diamond.
Light refreshmentswill be served.

Donationsto maintain the Flower Garden arewel come and appreciated. SEEYOU THERE!
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Wewishtothank thefollowing for their generous BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
donationsto the Black Diamond Historical Society. To Society Members
By Deelsrael

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Jan. 01 Ed Opstad

Memorial Donationswere made: Jan.01  Peter Logar

INMEMORY of War ren Baumgartner, by Don & Jan.05  DonnaSavick Casper

LynnMason. Jan.05  RosaDraghi

IN MEMORY of John Costanich, by Pamer Coking Jan.08  RubyDidulioLamantea

Coa Co. and George & MaryL ou Costanich. Jan.09  Audrey Kramer Mendenhall

IN MEMORY of Joe Dar by, by Donad Botts, Walter Jan.09  Ethd Estby Johnson

& Joan Clark and Pat Walsh. Jan.10  Frank Grgurich

INMEMORY of Emily Kravagna, by Ramon Jan. 11 Philip Fowler

Kravagna. Jan.13  LeoMelini

IN MEMORY of Bill L ewis, by Ramon Kravagna Jan.16  Joan Benton Barber

INMEMORY of Jack Morris, by PAlmer Coking Jan.16 ~ MarleneLingleBortleson

Cod Co. and Pauline Kombol. Jan.18  ToriAmmons

INMEMORY of Arthur William PearceJr., by Jan.18  JodineDalSanto Burke

Palmer Coking Coal Co. Jan.19  Gil Bortleson

IN MEMORY of John Walsh, by Harry Berry. Jan.19  EileenKdly Zumek

INMEMORY of PatriciaWalsh, by Harry Berry. Jan.20  Esther HAl Mumford
Jan.23  TerryFcani

ADDITIONAL MONETARY Jan.26  ThelmaFisher

DONATIONS Jan. 29 EdieSmall

To the general fund: Jan. 30 Jo_sephl neR_emsche Long

Bob & JodineBurke Jan.31  Michee Deicher

Don& Carmd Camerini Jan.31  ConnieBottsFH orence

Douglas& Alison Stern Feb.03 R.M arl_eTrover Thel Iken

Feb.08 Water Clark

Thesedonationsaregreatly appreciated. TheBlack Feb. 08 Judy Helland Hager Watson
Diamond Historical Society isa501(c)(3) non-profit Feb. 09  MarcieleeBerg

organization. All donationsaretax-deductibletothe Feb.09  ElsePakin
fullest extent of the Law. Feb. 12 Julie(Judy) LaineYoung
Feb.17  Dorothy BrownBotts

Feb. 18  Janet Lombardini
Feb. 23  Mrs HaviaPicini Meyer

Mar.05 Pearl Bowen
A manwrotealetter tothe IRS: “1 have been Mar.02 LorettaStelaVincenzi
unableto deep knowing | have cheated on my Mar.04  Dahni Magarini Logar
incometax. | understated my taxableincomeand Mar.05 Pearl Platt Bowen
have enclosed acheck for $150.00. If | still can’'t Mar.05 BethDeady
deep, | will sendyoutherest.” Mar.06  David Horence
Mar.08 Gerald Kuzaro
(Continued on next page)
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IN MEMORIAM

# Gonebut not forgotten

By JoAnneMatsumura

# Joseph C. Dar by wasborn June 29,
1923in Roslyn, WA and died October 30, 2007 in
Renton, WA. 1n 1929 Joe with hisparents moved
to Black Diamond.

Joeand hiswife Mary have been members
of the Society since 2002, and visited when they

could. They made
Belevue, WA their
homefor 45years
beforemovingto
Renton.

Joeisal941
graduate of Black
Diamond High School
andwasabal player
withtheBlack
DiamondWildcats.

Joeserved his
country inthe USAir

Forceand only afew yearsago was awarded and
received hisPurpleHeart. Hisgranddaughter’s
astute observation while sheand Joewerelooking
at hisalbum, she asked to see hisPurple Heart
Medal. Joehad never received themedal, sohe

Mar. 09
Mar. 11
Mar. 12
Mar. 12
Mar. 14
Mar. 14
Mar. 16
Mar. 22
Mar. 23
Mar. 28
Mar. 28
Mar. 31
Mar. 31
Mar. 31

(Continued from previous page)
Janice Roberts Colbo
DouglasDanley

Henry Del_auro
AlmaMattson Mdatesta
Cheryl Brean Dubbs
Janice Greggs

Michad Manieri
VirginiaMann Lindstrom
CatherineEvans Truman
DianeDdSantoKitz
John Trover

Chad M. Abramson Sr.
PaulineMorrisKombol
JeanneZlddorf

and Mary contacted Congresswoman Dunn’s Office
who confirmed that Joewasdeserving of the
country’smost recognized wartimemedal .

Joewasamest cutter from 1948-1993 when
heretired from Don (Kuzaro) & Joe'sMeatsat the
Pike Place Market in Seattle, WA, now owned by his
nephew, Don Kuzaro, Jr.

Joeissurvived by hiswifeof 59 years, Mary,
daughters, DianeAlbright, Christine Henderson, and
Kathi Sliger, Sister, BarbaraKuzaro. Hisson, Alan,
preceded himin degth.

#LeoMerlini wasborn January 13, 1926
and died suddenly in November 2007.

Leo wasaCharter Member of the Society
havingjoinedin 1976. Heisasolisted onthe Black
Diamond High School Rogter.

Leo worked for the Diamond Stage
Company before serving hiscountry intheArmy Air
Force. Later he served onthe Black Diamond Police
Forcefor about 5 years.

#Walter Henry Riversidewasbornon
August 9, 1914 in Franklin, WA, toHenry and Alma
Riverside. He passed away on September 27, 2007
in Ocean Shores, WA.

Walter was
schooledin Franklinand
Black Diamondandisa
graduate of the Black
Diamond High School
Classof 1933. Walter
hasbeenalifetime
member of the Society
snce1977.

Walt, ashewas
known, wasalogger
and owned hisfirst
logging company at the
ageof 16.

HiswifeCorndiaNeally McDanid, Sigters,
Sylvia, Lydia, Sdlmaand Elvera, and hisdaughter
Kay Riverside Sheetz preceded himin death. His
granddaughter Lyliane Sheetz Coutureand great-
grandson, David John Couture, survive Walt.

The Black Diavmond Historical
Society expresses condolences to-the
fomilies of the passing of their loved ones:
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Archie Eltz - Reminisces about the Past
By Frank Hammock (2007)

Storieshavea
way of shaping, through
knowledgeand
experience, thejourneys
of our past fromthe
peoplewho sharethem.
Weall havestoriesto
tell, inoneformor
another, and from these
storieswegain abetter
understanding of whowe
are, and whereweare
going. Thus, the process
wecadl life, atimeof
trangtionand change, is
dowly revededinadlits
intricaciesand detail.
Thisstory isno
exception.

Jones Lake Cinder
Removal Project, June 1990
(Courtesy of Bill Kombol, Palmer
Coking Coal Co)

Let'sstep back intimeand seealittleof Black
Diamond'shistory through the eyes of amanwhowas
willing to share hisknowledge and thememoriesof his
life, fromtheerainwhich helived.

Mr. Arthur “ Archie” Walter Eltzwasbornon
September 30, 1915, at 8AM in Butlerville, Salt Lake
County, Utah. Hisparents, Frank Eltzand Annie
Zadnick, both hailed from Germany. Frank wasacoal
miner who died on June 27th, 1923, when at the 12"
level, north gangway, of Black Diamond’'sMine 11, “a
large pieceof rock fell fromtheroof, killing him
instantly.”*Hewas 37 yearsold.

Hereishow Archiedescribed hishumble
beginnings

“We cameto Black Diamond in 1921. My dad
worked hard rock around Spokane and Buitte,
Montana, and worked the coal minesin Utah. | was
six years old. We got off the train in Ravensdale. We
had all our trunks. Thompson brought us over with a
team of horses. e lived over across from Mine 11.

There was a house up there that burned down
after 1924. ...”2
Throughout theyears, Archi€ smemory
remained clear, concise, and sharp. He could
remember the past asclearly asanyone could with
the present, and without any hesitation. Hisdetails
wereoften quiteimpressive. Hewasaman of
confidence and an assured manner, and took a
great deal of prideinhislifeand what hehad
become. He had abright, contagious smileand was
alwaysgentleto others. Hetruly loved totell people
the storiesand events of the past. Hispassions
werein mining, and thetown of Black Diamond.
Hispersond belief inthework of mining and the
philosophy of hiserawas summed up when he
Stated that:

“...Agood miner isconscientious, did his
work and did good work. Not just sit back there
and wait through the day. ..."” 3

Archieattended the Black Diamond High
School from 1931 to 1934. After graduating, he
started out packing timber in 1935 for about $4.70
aday. Throughout most of hislifehewasaminer,
but he aso worked in thewoods supplying mine
propsto the mines. Hisoccupational talentsread
likeagrocery list and included suchtitlesas—
mechanic, loader operator, roperider, cager,

surveyor, mucker (shoveling), heavy equipment/
machinery operator, and more. He could fix most
anything —ajack-of-all-trades— so to speak, and
hisknowledge of mining and logging wereextensive.
Heespecialy enjoyed improving upon things—todo
projectsthat would waysresultinmaking the
process better than it was before. Some of the many
companiesheworked for in Washington Stateand
the Seattle/Black Diamond areawereasfollows: 4

* Pacific Coast Coal Company (HQ in Smith Tower,
Seattle): 1946, 1947 (where he earned about
$3,000 annualy)

*General Construction Company (Segttle): 1947

* Spokane Typesetting Company (Spokane): 1947
*Kaiser Cement Corp. (home based out of Walnut
Creek, CA): 1947 — 1949 (Note: thesewerethe
yearsthat Mr. Archie Eltzwent to Dall I1dand,
Alaskamininglimestonefor acement plantin
Sesttle)

Page 10
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* Padmer Coking Coa Company, Inc. (Black Diamond):

1949 - 1972

Other positionswereheld withthefollowing
companies, perhapsassidejobsduringtheerawith
Palmer Coking Coa Company, Inc.:
*TA Draghi Coal Co. (Black Diamond): 1953 —1955
(Note: Parttimework inalittlecoa minethat Louis
Draghi had in section 14 near Dago townin Black
Diamond.)
*King County Water District No. 66 (Black Diamond):
1956, 1957, & 1959 (Note: thiswasthe water district
that supplied Black Diamond beforethecity
incorporatedin 1959.)

Landsburg Mine, 1951. L to R: George E. Morris,
‘Bychan’ George Morris, Archie Eltz.
(Bychan is pronounced buck’-in and means little or short in
Welsh) (PHoto by Evan D. Morris, courtesy of Bill Kombol)

Hislast occupation beforeretiringwasfor the
City of Black Diamond from 1966 to 1982, asthe City
Utility Chief, whereheearned alittle over $18,000
annudly.

Storiesabout Archie abounded and onein
particular wastold not long ago about theingenuity and
quick-witted thinking that Archieexpressed oftenin his

day-to-day dealingswith peopleand Situations—actual ly

acommontrait fromhisera.

Sometimeinthelate 1960s, thelate Jack Morris,

President of PAlmer Coking Coal Co., Inc., needed a

trusted employeetotravel back to Pittsburghto pick up

partsfor an underground cod mineloading machine

caleda“Joy” loader. Itwascalled aJoy |oader because

it was manufactured by the Joy Machinery Company,

who specidizedinunderground cod mining
equipment. Archiewasa“cando” kind of guy who
knew the Joy |oader inside and out and could be
trusted to get theright parts. Archieflew back tothe
East Coast and went to the deal er to get the parts.
He purchased the partsand prepared to fly back to
Segttle. However, the parts, possibly twoidentical
parts, werevery heavy piecesof metal that were
longer than might fitin asuitcase or bag, sothey
couldn’t very well be checked. Archie, theever
enterprising fellow that hewas, rigged up somerope
and tied each part to the end of therope. Then, he
used therope asaharness of sorts that went over the
back of hisneck so the partswere essentialy hanging
fromthefront on each side of hisbody and covered
by hisovercoat. He boarded the planethat way (this
wasinamuch moreinnocent period of timewithout
the passenger screening requirementsof today) and
carried the partsback to Seattle, got themto the
mine, so the Joy loader could befixed. ®

Archiewasno stranger to hisshare of
accidentswhileonthejob. Thefollowinginformation,
provided from actual accident reports, would
certainly attest to the many dangersthat workerslike
Archiefaced every day whileemployedinand
around coa mines. ®

LandsburgMine:
Date Jun. 11, 1956 (1 PM): in therock tunnel
gangway —hewaswalking inthe gangway and a
runaway trip jumped thetrack. Hewas struck with
severa objectsand bruised.
Date Dec. 12, 1952 (8 hour shift that began at 8
AM): whileinachute, pitch; it writes: hewasgoing
down ladder and he dlipped, dropping to the next
rung of ladder, landing on hisleft foot, bresking the
ankle, resultingin afracture (left ankle). Occupation:
maintenance.

Franklin#12 Mine:
Date Feb. 1%, 1955 (9AM): Hit first knuckle on | eft
hand with hammer causing bruiseand skin break and
infection.

Rogers#2 Mine:
Date Sep. 28, 1961 (8 hour shift that began at 3
PM): hewasunderground; Mr. Eltzwrites. “1 was
assembling gear cases on motor when the bottom half
dipped and hit meon shin boneaboveankle (Ieft).”
Another notereads. “ Gear case, DC power.”
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Occupation: Maintenance. He had been employed for
13yearsat thetime; total experienceat thisoccupation
—20years, total experiencein coa mines—26 years.
Hewas 46 years of age at the time. Wages per week:
$130.00.

Mine #11, Aug 1949, rock dump work. L to R:
Harold Lloyd, Archie Eltz, Frank Merritt, Carl Falk.
(Photo courtesy of Bill Kombol)

In 1985, alengthy interview was conducted with

Archieon variousoccasionsby Mr. Bill Kombol,
Manager of the Palmer Coking Coal Company, Inc. In
theinterview, Archiereveded detalledinformationin
short sketchesfromtheerainwhich hispassion

flourished. He spoke of many situationsand eventssuch
asthestrikeof 1921, Mine 11, Franklin, the Banchero's,

# 10 and #12 mines, Ginder Lake, IndianMine, and
much more. Herebelow, arejust afew of those
“sketchesintime” asArchiereminiscesabout thepast,
and the history that shaped our community today.

feet at Franklin, below the fifth level, we would
have beenin all virgin coal. We would have been
90 feet vertically below the shaft, and that’s 1308
feet deep, and they were figuring ahead to use
that shaft as an air course. And, there was only a
66-foot fault between the Franklin series and the
Lawson series, so it would have been nothing to
drag through and take out all the coal out Black
Diamond here.
BK: What year was that?
AE: Between 1940 and ’ 46, when the mine
opened and when they shut ‘er down.
BK: Was there much production between 1940
and 1946 at the Franklin mine?
AE: No, (coughs) they went between two mines,
the Franklin mine and the No. 7 mine, and when
they [Pacific Coast Coal Company], let Srain
Coal Company mineit, when they hit the coal —
Pacific Coast, we worked for them when they
drove the slope down and the rock tunnel hit the
McKay and we were on Srain’s payroll. They were
there two years and then they quit. Pacific Coast
had commitments so they took it back and
resumed mining.

Inthisnext sketch, Archietalked alittle about
theeectricity intheBlack Diamond area. ..
BK: Where were they getting power for thisline?
AE: From the main line coming from Black
Diamond. But, Pacific Coast had their own
transformers. Every place they worked they had
their own transformers. These out here belonged
to you guys, they don’t belong to the power
company, unless you gave it to them.
BK: No.
AE: And then at Franklin they had 3, that use to

be 13 thousand 500 [ 13,500 volt], now it's 12-5
[12,500 volt] and | don’t know what happened to
them 3 transformers. They had a double pole
there with a stand way up in the air and ....

BK: they had a pole line from the Green River

Archietalked alittle about the Franklinmines...
Bill Kombol (BK): It wasreally unusual for gravel to
be contacting the coal isn't it?
Archie Eltz (AE): WAL, if you read that Bulletin No. 3
it mentions that uh, Green River alone near the

Franklin area, the gravel and hard pan was down
200 feet below theriver. ‘Cause it was mentioned
about the water, how the water in that area above
Deep Lake, in the immediate area, the creek would
be flowing full blast and then all of a sudden
disappear and then comes out at the river. (long

pause) No, if we would have went down another 225
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Gorge Road right up to the mine. But, when did
that power line come through from Cumberland
to Black Diamond?

AE: Oh, | don't recall —it had to be before my
time because Pacific Coast made their own power
at Franklin for years and then they finally, when
Puget Sound [Energy] came in, they bought
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power off of them and put lightsin Black Diamond
and then they took, and leased or sold to the people
for 50 cents for each light. You weren't supposed to
have over 5 lightsin the house.

BK: 50 cents for each light per month?

AE: Yeah.

BK: Was that expensive?

AE: 2 and a half dollars [for electricity]; adollar a
month for rent — | take that back, a dollar a month for
water and 10 dollars a month for rent. Now it would
be different when the people owned their own houses
they paid a dollar a month just to squat on there but
when that strike happened and Pacific Coast bought
the houses back off the people. “ You don’'t want to go
to work?” Then, “ You got no whereto work.” o,
they had to build Morganville overnight, practically,
but the people owned their own houses. And, there was
no where for them to move, so they sold them back.

Inthissketch, Archietalked about the strike of
1921...

BK: Wasthis strike a local deal or a national deal ?
AE: Moreor lesslocal, Roslyn was the next biggest
coal mine. But, they settled with — you know the
railroad [ Northern Pacific Railroad] was using most
of that coal. And of course Northern Pacific had coal
mines in Montana too, so every so often, they werein
pretty good shape. What was asked of these people
was to take a reduction in pay. It wasn't much. But
they wouldn't do it. But, | think the majority would
have, but they had some of these spicy talking
Welshmen you know, or Scotsmen, or whatever they
were. Cause once you get into it and they didn’t want
to back out. They should have took him out, old ??7?
[ Presumably, the name of the spicy talking WWel shman
who was a labor leader] and hung him, is what they
should have done. So, finally they broke the union.

Archietalked alittle about hisdad, and his
childhood...

BK: What did your dad do during the strike?

AE: We had 2000 chickens. Raising them chickens and
some of his store, and then on top of it he took to
raising pheasants for the County. So we had 250
pheasants on hand when he got killed. After they were

a month old they d give ya a dollar a piece for
them. They' d bring ya the eggs, they had 4 inch
shells, and that use to be my job of turning the
€gas.

BK: Okay, that's why you like those pheasants
out here in the yard so well.

AE: (laughter) yeah, | broke one egg in all that
time.

BK: Huh.

AE: Yeah, must have pinched the shell, carefully
turned . . . every day. Turn themall. Yeah each
one of us had something to do. Had two other
brothers. Had a couple of pigs, 4 cows, and
them damn chickens. Anyhow, when they
wouldn’t produce, there was 5 families down
here | amtelling that was stuck for chickens.
Kill them and eat ‘em. Yeah, when my dad
couldn’t get two of his big fingersin the crotch
of their butt, off come their head. No use paying
to feed them. Feed cost too much money.

Archiecontinuedtotalk about lifeafter his
father died...

BK: Then after your dad died....

AE: Well, we got rid of everything — got rid of
the chickens, got rid of the pheasants — the
county came and got the pheasants, we kept one
cow. And, anyhow, the house burned down, you
know in 1924.

BK: Ayear after your Dad died?

AE: It was a double-decker, we had a well. No
electricity down there ya know. So, they uh, it
was pretty hard to pack water up with a bucket.
It would take old man Lombardini [John] and
his son, Ray, they couldn’t get it out. Once they
got a good start, it was just like a box of dried
cedar.

BK: Where' d you guys move to then?

AE: Down there where Sebastian lived, downin
—oh, down there for the next 15 years.

BK: Did your mom get a pension? Fromthe
coal company? From the state?

AE: Fromthe state, from Industrial Insurance.
BK: How about from the coal company?

AE: No, I'll tell ya what they [ Pacific Coast
Coal Company] did. They gave her rent free,
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lights, water, and a ton of coal a month until we got
big enough and then they started putting the brakes
on and that'swhen | started digging a little coal by
Franklin hill —just to burn at home. | never did sell
any. My two brothersand | we'd dig up enoughina
week to last a whole year. Hauled it all homeina
Model T.

Intheinterview, thestorieswent on asArchie
freely shared hisknowledge, aswell ashisenergy, about
the past — hispast —and our past. A complete copy of
theinterview wasrecently sent toArchi€ sdaughter asa
gift by Mr. Bill Kombol. Thefollowing responsecame
back from her inaChristmascard:

“What a treasure you’ ve given me. | was very
close to my Dad and this means so much.” ’

On July 2, 2000, ArchieEltz died ahappy man
at theageof 84. Hissecond wife, AgnesEltz, followed
himfiveyearslater. They livedin Morganville, south of
RobertsDrive. Heissurvived by histhreechildren
ArchieEltz Jr. of Enumclaw, Janet (Eltz) Chavanu of
Bainbridgeldand, and Gary Eltz of Covington, aswell as
themany friendsand coworkerswho werefortunateto
have shared inthe pleasure of hisddightful company. In
thewake of hismemorablelife, what remainsnow
permanently etched into thefabric of Black Diamond's
history isarichand colorful legacy of hard work, time,
and amyriad of storiesthat he gaveto acommunity he
deeply cherished. While Archie'slegacy will no doubt
live on in the quiet hearts of those who still
remember him, perhaps one day his name and
memory can be awarded a place of honor in the civic
consciousness alongside so many others who helped
to shape our proud past, and whose future became
our present, that will live on well into tomorrow.

Hewill not beforgotten.
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Note: Theinterview transcript of ArchieEltz
conducted by Bill Kombol wasquiteextensveandis
not possibleto publishit hereinitsentirety. If anyone
would liketo read the entireinterview, please contact
the Black Diamond Historical Society and Museumto
obtain acopy, which can be sent to you in soft copy
(email) or hard copy (by mail).

A WELSH CELEBRATION
ST.DAVID’SDAY
By JoAnneMatsumura

The Seettle Welsh Women'sClub and The
Puget Sound Welsh Associationwill hostthe S.
David' sDay Celebration, Gwyl Dewi Sant, on
Sunday, March 2, 2008 at the St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, 111 NE 80" &., Seattle, WA
beginning at 2:30 p.m.

Celebrated Welsh Guest SoloistAnn
Atkinson, and guest artists DinasaFrain, Cor
Cymraeg (Seattle Wel sh Choir) with David Lepse
organist and piano accompanist will beperforming
the afternoon’ sentertainment, followed by TeBach,
(Welsh Ted).

Pleasejointhem for an afternoon of Welsh
snging, inWelshand English; Welshrefreshments,
specid raffle, getting to know thelanguage, and
meeting othersof Welsh ancestry. All are
Welcome. You don't haveto beWelshto attend
and enjoy thiscelebration.

Admissionisfree. Forinformation please
contact Gerri Parry, 206-524-0854.
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Membership and Renewal Form

For our records, on all checks please note purpose of check. (Dues, Donation, Memarial, etc.)

For Museum Use Only Date Initials File

I

I

Date |

Annual Membership Fees |

Individual $10.00 [] |

Family $15.00 [] I

Organization $30.00 L] |

Address Lifetime Individual ~ $100.00 [ :
City St Zip g?r?;non : % :
E-mail Total Enclosed $ |
I

Day Phone - - Make Check Payable to: |
Eve Phone New - BDHS |
Renewal [ ] Mail to: |

Date of Birth (Optional) Cash [] Black Diamond :
- o Check  [] Historical Society I

If this is a gift, who is it from? PO Box 232 |
Ck # Black Diamond, WA 98010 ||

I

I

I

I

I

I

CARBIDE LAMPS

Before the use of battery powered
lamps, the underground miners used
carbide lamps, usually worn on their hard
hats. Carbide is a grey powder that goes
in one chamber of the lamp, and water in
another. When the water is dripped onto
the carbide (calcium carbide), it
produces a hydrocarbon called
acetylene. Yes, the same gasthat is used
inawelding torch. Thisisignited to
produce asmall yellow flame at the
center of areflective dish, to provide
light for the miners.
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P.O. Box 232
Black Diamond, WA 98010-0232
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